

















































WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, February 3, 1800. 





ANECDOTES of the late EMPEROR of CHINA, 
KIEN LONG, 


Extra& of the Letter from the Brirism Factory at Canton, 
dated the 5th of July, 1799¢ 


HE whole empire is in great diftrefs on account of the 
death of the Emperor, whofe virtues had endeared 
him to all his fubje&ts. He was a perfon of a very graceful 
appearance, of about five feet ten inches in height, and of 
a flender and elegant form; his nofe was rather aquiline, and 
the whole of his countenance prefented a perfeét regularity 
of features, which by no means announced the great age he 
was faid to have attained ; his perfon was attracting, and his 
deportment accompanied by an affability which, without 
leffening the dignity of the Prince, evinced the amiable cha- 
rafier of the man. 

** His drefs confifted generally of a loofe robe of yellow 
fitk, a cap of black velvet, with a red ball on the top, and 
adorned with a peacock’s feather, which is the peculiar dif. 
tinétion of Mandarins of the firft clafs; he ufually wore 
boots embroidered with gold, and a fath of blue filk girded 
his waift. 

““ In regard to capital offences in China, the final determina- 
tion refted in the breaft of the Emperor, although it was very 
rare indeed that a criminal was fentencedto die ; but if fuch 
a circumftance was to happen in the moft remote corner of 
the empire, application muft be made to the Emperor him- 
felf to annul, to mitigate, or enforce the fentence; byt hu-. 


VoL. XXXV, N manity 





$2 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





manity always appeared to be a prevailing virtue with this 
Sovereign; hence executions were very feldom in China. 
Some perfons, of at leaft feventy years of age, had never 
feen or known of a capital execution, though, for leffer 
crimes, punifhment follows conviétion without the delay of 
amoment. The declaration of the Emperor to the Britifh 
embaily, at his palace of Callachotrethngfu, in the city of 
jehol, m 1798; pourtrayed his greatnefs in the extreme. 
He refufed, in the firft inftance, to fign, and of courfe to 
enter into any engagement by a written treaty with the crown 
of Great Britain, or any other nation, as fuch conduét, on 
his part, would be contrary to the ancient ufage, and indeed 
au infringement of the ancient conftitution of the empire, 
At the fame time he was pleafed to fignify his high refpe& 
for his Britannic Majefty andthe Britifh nation, and that he 
felt a ftreng difpofition to grant them greater indulgencies 
than any other European power trading to his dominions; 
nor was he unwilling to make fueh a new arrangement of the 
duties payable by Britifh thips arrived at Canton, as appeared 
to be a leading object of the negociation ; at the fame time, 
however, he fhould be ever attentive to the real interefls of 
his own fubje&s, an atom of which he would never facrifice; 
and fhould therefore withdraw his favours from any foreign 
nation, whenever it might appear to be incompatible with 
the interefts of his own, or that the Englifh fhould, by their 
conduét in trade, forfeit their pretenfions to any adv antages 
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which might be granted them, in preference to other nations | 


trading to China. ‘Thefe were the exaét declarations $ of the 
Emperor, which did not, in his opinion, require any writter 
inftrument or fignature to induce him to realize and fulfil 

** Atthe fame time, to prove the high regard and efteem 
which the Emperor entertained for the King of Great Britain, 
his Imperial Majefly delivered trom his own hand into that 
of the Ambaffador, the Earl of Macartney, a very valuable 
box, containing the miniature pittures of all the preceding 
Mohere to which is annexed a defcription in verfe, by each 
Emperor, of himfeli, amd the principal features of his Go- 
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vernment, as well asa line of conduét recommended to their 
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he Emperor, on prefenting this gift to the Britith Am. 
lor, {poke to the following pus port, which confpicuoully 
marks his digmfied mind :—Deliver this cafket to the King, 
your mafter, with your own hand, and tel! him, though the 
prefent may appear to be fimall, it is, in my eftimation, the 
moft valuable that I can give, or my empire can furnifh, for 
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it has been tranfmitted to me through a long line of my pre- 
deceffors, and is the lait token of ‘affeétion which I had re- 
fervedto bequeath to my fon and fucceffor, as a tablet of the 
virtues of his anceftors, which he had only to perufe, as 
I fhould hope, to infpire him with the noble refolution to 
follow fuch bright examples, and, as they had done, to make 
it the grand obje& of his life to exalt the honour of the Im- 
perial ‘throne, and advance the happinefs and profperity of 
his people.” 

The Emperor died in his 90th year, and the Grand Choulaa, 
who is the Prime Minifter, and retained in office, ftill pre- 
ferves the affe€tions of the people. 





EMOIRS of the EARL of St. VINCENT 
[From Public Charaéters of 1799-1800. ] 





VINCENTI CORONA. 


LB ippepeery column, which a grateful country meditates 
to ereéit in commemoration of naval viétories, glorious 
beyond example and important bey ond calculation, the chiffel 
of the artift fhall not infcribe a name more defervedly 
efteemed and honoured than that of Jervis, nor fhall the pen 
of the hiftorian record a vittory more glorious than that 
whence this brave commander derives his title. ° 

While fculpture and hiftory thus commemorate the 
achievement, curiofity, laudably inquifitive, inquires the 
name and charaéter of the individual who performed it ; and 
the writer of the biographic fketch, occafionally quitting the 
anecdote which gratifies curiofity, rif{es intothe confequence 
of the hiftorian, and records a brilliant event in the annals of 
his country. 

Earl St. Vincent, although 65 years of age, 55 of which 
have been {pent in the fervice, {till retains 


* A {parkling eye beneath a veteran brow.” 


His Lordfhip poffeffes all the fire and energy of youth, 
tempered with all the maturer experience and deliberative 
wifdom of age. He is defcended from an ancient and re- 
{pe€table fainily in Staffordfhire, and is the fecond and 
youngeft fon of Swynfen Jervis, Efq. Barrifter-at-Law, 
Counfel to the Admiralty, and Auditor of Greenwich-Hof- 
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pital ; and his mother was the fifter of Sir Thomas Parker, 
Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer. 

At the early period of ten years of age, his Lordthip 
quitted Burton grammar-{chool, where he imbibed the rudi- 
ments of his education, and entered .into the navy, a fervice 
in which he was probably induced to embark from his fa- 
ther’s fituation in the Admiralty. 

The foundation of thofe principles of naval difcipline and 
fuperior feamanfhip, which his Lordfhip has upon all oc- 
cafions fo confpicuoufly and effe&tually difplayed, was firft 
laid under that diftinguifhed officer Lord Hawke, to whofe 
principles, although that great commander is now no more, 
the Britifh navy is in no inconfiderable degree indebted for 
the fame it has acquired. 

The probationary interval of fervitude, paffed in the ca- 
pacity of Midfhipman until rifing to the rank of Lieutenant, 
affords little {cope for general obfervation or public notice ; 
it isenough, that, in this capacity, the more private but not 
lefs meritorious duties are performed under the eye and ap- 
probation of the fuperior officers ; but it is allowed by a!l 
who knew his Lordfhip in that fubordinate capacity, that he 
was here diftinguifhed for that prompt obedience to com- 
mand which conftitutes, in the opinion of his Lordfhip, the 
life and foul of naval difcipline. 

Soon after the peace, his Lordfhip was fent to France to 
acquire thofe accomplifhments which are requifite in an ex- 
tenfive intercourfe with the world, and perfeét himfelf in the 
French language, an almoft-indifpenfable requifite in the 
education of a naval officer. 

The limits afligned to this {ketch do not allow us to trace 
his Lordthip through the refpeétive gradations of Lieutenant, 
or Matter and Commander ; thofe more prominent points 
only of general obfervation and hiflorical record muft con- 
fequently form this biographic portrait, accompanied by fuch 
information and anecdote as may gratify reafonable curiofity, 
delineated with that fidelity, and, at the fame time, confiflent 
with that delicacy, which ought always to be obferved in 
iketching the portrait of a living charaéter. 

The dates of his Lordfhip’s commiflion as a Lieutenant, 
and Mafter and Commander, together with the fervices he 
performed, are here not touched upon, becaufe the fplendor 
of his later achievements is fo conf{picuous, as to render thefe 
details, (neceffary, perhaps, in other lives,) in his charaéter, 
more eafily to be difpenfed with. This, therefore, we fhall 
pafs over, with the obfervation, that, in the year 1760, his 
Lordthip 
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Lordfhip- was promoted tothe rank of Poft-Captain, and 
ferved fome time upon the Weft India ftation. 

In the memorable engagement between the French and 
Britifh fleets, on the 27th and.28th of July, 1778, his Lord- 
{hip commanded the Foudrvyant, which was the next fhip to 
the Vidtory, and as clofely engaged and as much difabled as 
any fhip in the fleet. Indeed it 1s impoflible to convey a 
better ideaof his Lordfhip’s charafter and opinion, relative 
to that engagement, than by the’ following extraéts from the 
clear, confiftent, and pointed teftimony which hé gave upon 
the Court-Martial called upon Admiral Keppel. 

Upon the following queftion being put by the Admiraf, 

Q. Your ftation being neareft me during the purfuit of the 
enemy and after the a€tion, which gave you an opportunity 
of obferving my conduét, and of feeing obje&s nearly in the 
fame point of view with myfelf, I defire you will ftate to the 
Court any inftance, if you faw or knew of any fuch, in 
which I negligently performed my duty onthe 27th or 23th 
of July? 

A. With great refpe& to you, Sir, and deference to the 
Court, I hope I fhall be indulged with havirg the queftion put 
by the Court. 

The Judge Advocate, mutatis mutandis, then put the 
queftion. 

A. I feel myfelf bound to anfwer that queftion. I be- 
lieve it to be confonant to the general praftice of fea Courts- 
Martial.—I cannot boaft of a long acquaintance with Ad- 
miral Keppel; I never had the honour of ferving under him 
before ; but Iam happy in this opportunity to declare to this 
Court, and to the whole world, that, during the. whole time 
that the Englifh fleet was in fight of the French fleet, he dif 
played the greateft naval {kill and ability and the boldelt en- 
terprife upon the 27thof July ; which, withthe promptitude 
of Sir Robert Harland, will be fubjeéts of my admiration 
and imitation as long as I live. 

From the evidence given upon this trial it appears, that the 
Foudroyant, which had got into her ftation about three, and 
never left it till four the next morning, was very clofely en- 
gaged, and in a moft difabled ftate. Her main-maft had re- 
ceived a fhot very near through the head and Jodged in the 
cheek, which paffed through the heart of the maft; and fe- 
veral other fhot in different places ; her fore-maft had alfo re- 
ceived feveral fhot ; a large excavation had been made in her 
bow/prit near the centre ; the fore-topmaft was fo difabled, 


that it was obliged to bescefed, andthe mizen was totally dif. 
abled; 
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abled; every rope of her running-rigging cut, and her 
fhrouds demolifhed ; no braces-or bowlines left, and {carcely 
any hallyards :. Fore-flay, {pring-ilay, and topfail-ties, and 
the foot-rope of the fore-topfail, fhot away :, Her fails alfo 
were very much fhattered. 

Inthis moft difabled fate, the Foudroyant was not in a con- 
dition to chafe, but kept her flation next the Viétory, as far to 
windward as poflible, ‘“‘ Iwas covetousof wind,” faid this 
brave officer, “ becaufe, difabled as I then was, I con- 
ceived the advantage of the wind could only carry me again 
into aétion.”’ 

Being afked fome queitions relative to the pofition of the 
Vice-Admiral and his divifion,his Lordlhip pointedly replied, 
that “ He was not a competent judge of that part of the fleet ; 
he was very attentive to the Admiral.” 

Nor was the fpecial pleading, attempted to be introduced 
relative to any variance between. his evidence and the log, 
book, capable of affecting him. His Lordthip declared he 
always gave his teftnmony from his own obfervation. His 
queftions were not fhaped to anfwers; nor would he, in any 
cafe, be compelled to {wear to what was fet down in the log- 
book, but only from what he faw or knew. 

Indeed, throughout the whole of this examinatien, his 
Lordfhip’s prefence of mind, readinefs and point in anfwer, 
and unfhaken firmnefs, has demonftrated, that his intelleftual 
faculties are by no means inferior to his fuccefsful intrepidity 
in the heat of battle. 


(To be continued.) 





Remarks on the Lawfulnefs of killing another in Self: 
defence, 


HE laws of Spain juftify killing in felf-defence, gravely 
ftating, that it is better that a man fhould defend his own 
life, than to leave his death to be avenged by his relatives ; 
“ mayor mientras que vive que fe defenda, que dexar que lo 
venge depoys Ju morte,” The laws of Japan, a country 
which feems to be as far diftant from others in its opinions, as 
in its fituation, allow no indulgence for felf-defence. ‘The 
only difference they make between that and the moft atrocious 
murder is, that if the aggreffor be killed, the furvivor fhall be 
allowed to be his own executioner. 
A cafe, 
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A cafe, upon this point, occurred in Scotland, about fifty 
ears ago, which does no great honour to the judges of that 
country. A Mr. Cumming, was tried in the court of jul- 
ticiary for the murder of a foldier. The jury found a fpe- 
cial verdi&, which ftated,—That the prifoner and two friends 
met fome foldiers in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, and 
cafually afked them what it was o’clock: That one of the 
foldiers having returned an impertinent anfwer, Mr. Cum- 
ming faid, “Is that an anfwer to give to a gentleman?” 
that, thereupon the foldiers drew their bayonets, andthe gen- 
tlemen their fwords, and a fcuffle enfued: In which Mr. 
Cumming, in defending himfelf, killed one of the foldiers. 
The court, upon this verdiét, adjudged Mr. Cumming to be 
hanged! which was put in execution !—This decifion, how- 
ever, had fome good effe& in Scotland. 

A trial foon after occurred of Mr. Carnegy, of Finhaven, 
for killing the Earl of Strathmore. Carnegy and the Earl 
had been at the funeral of a relation. In returning from 
dinner, where the company had drank pretty freely, Mr. 
Lyell, one of the party, ufed much infulting language to 
Mr. Carnegy, and at Jaft pulhed him intoadirty ditch :—On 
getting up, Mr. Carnegy drew his fword, and made a pufh at 
Mr. Lyell, when he ran behind Lord Strathmore, who received 
the thruft, and was killed. On the trial, Mr. Dundas (the father 
of the Secretary of State,) who was Mr. Carnegy’s counfel, 
flrongly preffed it upon the jury, not to return a {pecial 
verdiét, as had been there the cuflom, and which, in the cafe 
of Cumming’s, had been {o fhamefully abufed ; but at once 
to declare the prifoner guilty or not guilty. His eloquent 
and judicious reafoning had the effe€t, and the jury returned 
a verdiét of Not Guilty. 

Mr. Locke, in his “ Effay on Civil Government,” 
{book 24, ch. xviii.) puts a fingular cafe with regard to julii- 
hable homicide : 

“A man, with his {word in his hand, demands my _ purfe 
in the highway, when perhaps I have not twelvepence in iny 
pocket : this man I may lawfully kill. Toanother I deliver 
100], onfy whilft Lalight, which he refufes to reflore me when 
I am got up again, but he draws his fword to defend the 
poffeflien of it by force, 1t 1 endeavour to retake it. The 
mifchief this man does me is a hundred, or poffibly a thou- 
fand times worfe than the ether perhaps intended me (whom 
I killed before he really did me any,) yet I may lawfully 
kill the one, and cannot fo muchas hurt the other. 


Account 
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Account of the Swedifh Ifland of St. Bartholomew, in the 
Weft Indies. ° 





T. BARTHOLOMEW isa fmall ifland, belonging to 

Sweden, in the Welt Indies, lying at a little diftance from 

St. Euftatia and St. Chriflopher. A Swedifh writer gives 

the following account of it, in a publication intitled, “ A 

Voyage to the Iflands of St. Martin, St. Euftatia, and St. 

Chriftopher, undertaken at the Expence of the Academy of 
Sciences at Stockholm.” 

The Liland of St. Bartholomew is about four leagues in 
length, and a league in breadth. Although it abounds with 
mountains, it is entirely deftitute not only of lakes and rivers, 
but even of f{prings. The inhabitants preferve the rain- 
water in cifterns; but are neverthelefs obliged to procure 
water from St. Chriftopher, for which they often pay twelve 
livres per ton. 

The only port in the ifland is Le Carenage, near which 
ftands Guftavia, the fole town in the colony. This port is 
fituated on the weltern fide, and has excellent moorings. 
Veilels, indeed, that draw more than nine feet, cannot enter 
it; but it will contain a hundred veffels, an advantage that is 
not to be found either at St. Euftatia, or St. Chriftopher. 
The bay of Colombier is deep enough for large fhips ; but 
it has no town on its banks. Le Carenage had no town be- 
longing to it before the ifland was in pofleffion of Sweden. 

The climate is in general healthy ; but, at certain times of 
the year, the weather is variable. During nine months it is 
very pleafant; for though the fun is burning, there is ge- 
nerally a breeze that cools and purifies the air, and is ex- 
tremely refrefhing. If it were not for this almoft conflant 
breeze, the climate would be unhealthy. Hurricanes prevail 
from the middle of July till the middle of October, during 
which time the wind changes fo rapidly as to vilit every 
point of the compafs within ten or twelve minutes. 

The population of the ifland is much increafed fince it be- 
longed to Sweden. At Guftavia are to be found Swedes, 
Englifh, French, Danes, Americans, and Jews. With the 
exception of avery few, the planters are French. The food 
of the Negroes here is fo fcanty as, in many cafes, to be infuf- 
ficient for nourifhment; and their cloathingis wretched, in- 
deed it can fcarcely be called fuch, leaving the body expofed 
to all the evils it can encounter from nakednefs, and, among 
the reft, to the juice of the mancenillier, which corrodes and 
burns the flefh like aqua-foriis, 
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The ftature of the inhabitants varies according to the difs 
ferent nations from which they are {prung. The natives of 
the country are ftrong and robuft, but more efpecially the 
men. The women are comparatively flight and feeble, 
which is the effeé&t of the indolent lives they lead. They are 
never employed in any kind of labour, and remain in a fit- 
ting pofture during the greater part of the day. If any 
thing happens to fall from their hand, they call a flave to 
take it up; and flaves are conftantly employed to keep off 
the flies and infe&ts that would incommode them. The na- 
tives are very little fubjc& to illnefs, and generally live to an 
old age. 

Frefh provifions, flour, dried fifh, and falted meat, are 
brought from the continent of America to this ifland; and 
the fea furnifhes it with fith of various kinds. They have 
wheaten bread here, befides‘a kind of bread peculiar to the 
country. 

The houfes are made of wood, and there are but few that 
have the lower part of ftone. Someof them are raifed upon 
four ftone pillars, fo that the wind can pafs underneath. The 
windows are fimply openings in the wall, with window- 
fhutters, or lattices. 

St. Bartholomew, as well as the neighbouring iflands, is a 

magazine for American and European merchandize. Vel- 
fels arrive daily to deliver their cargoes, and take in others. 
The plantations that abound the moft there are thofe of cot- 
ton, which fucceed very well. ‘The pra&tice of the planter 
is, to fow four or five grains of the feedina hole, and when 
the plants appear, they pluck all up butthe flrongeft. After 
the firft crop they cut down the branches, and the plant 
pufhes out new fhoots, which bear like the original ftem ; 
but, after the fecond crop, ‘the feeds mult be again fown. 
Aloes are planted round the plantations for fences ; they are 
placed in a ftraight line, and as clofe~together as poflible. 
When thefe fences have arrived at maturity, they are impe- 
netrable, either by men or animals. The aloe grows to a 
great height, and {preads very much, the leaves being often 
from four to five feet in length. When the aloe has blof- 
fomed and borne fruit, it dies ; but the planters take care to 
prevent any void in the fence. 
Law-fuits, in general, are determined in this ifland accord- 
ing to the Swedifh code. There are cafes, however, in which 
the cuftom of India is followed. As to the punifhments in- 
fli¢ted on flaves, almoft every proprietor has a different me- 
thod. The flaves, fearcely receiving nourifhment to keep 
Vor. XXXV. O them 
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them alive, overburthened with labour, and daily receiving 
ftrokes of the whip, frequently defert ; in which cafe, the 
proprietor: has a right to infliét difcretionary punifhment on 
the flave he recovers. On ordinary occafions, the culprits 
laid upon his face on the ground, firipped quite naked, with 
his hands tied tothe wheels of a cannon, and his feet extended 
and bound totwo pofts. He who inflidts the punifhment is 
armed with a whip from twelve to fourteen fect in length, 
but witha very fhort handle : he places himfelf at fome dif. 
tance, and, at every ftroke, produces a noife like the repor 
of a/piftol ; and long ftripes of fkin, and,frequently of the 
fleth itfelf, are torn off by the whip. The punifhment ex. 
tends to thirty, fifty, and fometimes a hundred lafhes. 

he Negroes excel in dances, which confift of a great va 
riety of figures and movements of the body, that it is dif. 
ficult, and almoft impoffible, for Europeans to imitate ; even 
Creoles attain them with great difficulty, while the Negroes 
eafily learn European dances. Onthe laft Sunday-of every 
month battles are fouglit with cocks, which occafion con. 
fiderable betting. 

The coins ufed in this ifland are the moidore and the piaftre; 
they have alfoa fidtitious moncy, called the pifovett, which 
is worth fomething more than two thirds of a piaftre, anda 
{mall filver coin called a dogg, and a coin called a bett, of 
the value of fix doggs. The piaftres are the mott in ufe, 
The inhabitants frequently cut them into two or four parts, 
When they are divided into four pieces, two of them are 
always larger than the others; the larger are of the value of 
three betts, and the fimaller of two betts and a half. 





On the beft Means of relieving the Diftreffes of the Poor, 
pariicularly by a Saving “of Labour and Firi is 


To the Printers of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


GENTLEMEN, 

AY, ANY- plans being now on foot to relieve the diftreffes 

of the poor, in confequence of the dearnefs of bread 
corn, whatever contributes to leffen the confumption, and 
effect a faving to the middling and lower claffes, will even- 
tually add, fo much totheir happinefs. It is a miftaken no- 
tion to contribute towards buying a fupply of wheat for the 
ufe of the poor, unlefs it is impotted into this country from 
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a foreign market, at a reduced price: buying it at one mar- 
ket and fending it to another increafes the price, and makes 
it more fcarce, but to reduce the daily confumption by fub- 
ftitutes will effeétually reduce the price. Soups wail an- 
{wer every purpofe ; and as foup houfes in every town are 
almoft general, the event will prove the utility. 

My prefent view is to acquaint the public, how a faving 
of labour and fire may be put in praétice. One pound of 
bones, cut {mall, will make the fame quantity of foup as. two 
pounds of meat, better flavoured, and more nourifhing. , It 
is acuftom to boil foup in cafl-iron boilers, which require 
much fire to make them boil; fome boil it in a caft-rron 
fand, heated in tin or earthen boilers: The caft-iron box 
which holds the fand is placed on bricks or fire-flone, fo as 
to admit a fire under it, with bars and doors for that purpofe ; 
they are made from four to eight feet long, one foot fix to 
two feet wide, and one foot fix deep ; The doors are placed 
at one end, and the fmoak goes out, and into a flue at the 
other end, which heats al! parts alike. Betore the fand is 
put into the caft-iron box, it mull be well wafhed. 

In the fand the tin or earthen vefiels muft be placed to 
ftew the foup, where it ought to remain twelve hours: this 
method is now praétifed in private families of all diftinétions, 
(the fire is compofed of one third coals and two thirds cin- 
ders,) and is coming into general ufe for every purpofe of 
boiling, as more clean, requiring no attendance, and is lefs 
expenfive than kitchen fires. 

Seeing many in ufe, it occurred to me that a much greater 
faving of time and fire might be eflected, by making ule of 
iron plate fand boxes inflead of caft-iron ones. I have tried 
the experiment, and find that it heats in lefs than one-fourth 
of the time, and faves more than half the fire; one of fix 
feet long will require four ribs, or fquare iron braces, one 
inch thick, one placed at each end of the fand box, and the 
other two at equal diftances, or two feet afunder, which will 
be a fufficient flay tothe iron plate, and prevent it from 
bulging. The plate thould be from one cighth to three fix- 
teenths thick. 

Obferving a vaft number of coals and cinders, which 
nearly covered a new dreffed field of four acres, two women 
were employed to gather them up; their wages two days 
came to three fhillings ; the quantity of unburnt coals and 
good cinders were twelve buthels and half ; the price offered 
for them was fourteen fhillings, and refuled. After fifting 
my coal alhes through a wire fieve, 1 meafured a bufhel of 
O 2 the 
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the afhes ; I put them into atub and wafhed them, firft in om 
water, ftirring them with a flick; I poured off the wate 
into another tub; this wafhing I repeated four times, referr. 
ing the four waters in one tub, which I poured off gently,a 
it'‘cleared. With the fediment, or real afhes, I manured 4 
{pot of ground, and on a {pot of equal meafure I put th 
fame quantity of unwafhed afhes, the fame day in February, 
1799; The éffeét the unwafhed afhes had was {carcely vifible, 
while the effe&t of the fediment afhes was fuch as to convince 
me that no manure is equal,to it in ftrength and quality. 

If farmers in general were to attend to this, they woulf 
not load their horfes and carriages with the contents of i 
dung-pit, confifting of coals and cinders, which do no good, 
but harm, to a field or garden, when one horfe would cary 
more of the fediment of afhes, than twenty would cary 
loaded from a dung-pit, and which would manure a large 
{pace of ground, and produce a better effeét in agriculture. 








But the /aving I mean to communicate to the poor is this 
—After I had wafhed the bufhel of fiftings, and the wat 
was entirely drained off, I meafured it, and found rather mor 
than three pecks ; part of it 1 burnt by itfelf, which ma 
a moft excellent fire; part I mixed with dry {mall coal 
coal daft, which burnt neither better or worfe, On a fai 
calculation, I found it a faving of about two thirds ; but wit 
indifferent management, it will fave one half the annual es 
pence of coals.—The poor will thank you to give this 
place in your Weekly Entertainer. 

I am, your moft obedient fervant, 


R, MARCH. 








Barnflaple, January 14, 1800, 
Conjetlure refpetling the probable Caufe of Dumouria 
Treachery, 

















4 VERY one is agreed as to Dumourier’s treachery, b 

-4 not as to the date of it: Some carry it as far back 
the convention he entered into with the King of Pruffia, | 
the plains of Champaign ; others think that it did not beg 
till the time of his defeat at Nerwinde, adefeat generally df 
puted, and denied even by the German public papers, whit 
affirm, that on that day not a foot of ground was loft on eit 
fide, 
There exifts a third opinion lefs widely diffufed but # 


more probable, It is that of two general officers who 
frequent 
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ft in on frequent opportunities of feeing Dumourier, and carefully 
he water ftudied his condu&. When the Commander in Chief ar- 
, referr. rived at Bruffels, there was not fufficient cath in the military 
ently,a cheft to pay the troops their fubfiftence ; nothing remaining 
nured 4 but the fum allowed him as fecret fervice money. He com- 
. put the municated his embarraffment to Malus, and Efpagnac : 
ebruary, “* Donot be uneafy,” faid the latter; “‘ only give me half an 
> wilible, hour, and you fhall have a fupply.” . He went out, and half 
onvinet an hour after returned with a hundred thoufand crowns. —_, 
ity. Shortly after, Malus and Efpagnac were taken into cuftody. 
y would This arbitrary at, upon which he had not been confulted, 
nts of 3 added to his perfonal refentment againft Pache, the Minilter 
10 g004, of War, who counteraéted, he faid, all his operations, and to 
ld cary the attacks made upon him by the Jacobins after the fchifm 
d cary took place between the Mountaineers and Girondifts, de- 
a larger termined him to aét the complete traitor; and to give up his 
ulture, army and all France to the coalefced powers, rather than to 
is this conquer for the Jacobins. From that moment he gave no 
ep wat more orders figned by his own hand, an Adjutant-General 
er mort fent them in his name without adding, according to cuftomary 
h mat form, the words atrue copy. One of the two general of- 
coal ficers, by whom thefe particulars are communicated, finding 
n a far himfelf in an unfavourable pofition, confulted him concern- 
ut with ing the fleps it would be advifeablefor him totake. Dumou- 
ual es rier contented himfelf with returning this verbal anfwer : 


* Do whatever you think proper.” 

Dumourier was at once, foldier, General, Commiffary, and 
above all defpot in his army. “ If a General does not do 
CH. every thing,” he ufed to fay, “* he does nothing.” This 
principle is in general truce; and has been juftified by the 
late fucceffes of the French armies in Italy ; but then it re- 
quires Generals lefs ready than Dumourier to capitulate with 
circumftances, with the foreign enemy, and with that enemy 
which a man fometimes carries in his own bofom. 













CURIOUS ACCOUNT of PRINCE POTEMKIN. 
[From Major Semple Lifle’s Account of his own Life. ] 







IS levee commenced about eight in the morning, at 
which time a little fhabby ante-chamber, and a billiard 
room adjoining, were crouded with general officers. Thefe 
apdrtments, with a bed-room, were all he ufually inhabited, 
though he had feveral magnificent ones in the fame houfe : 
The 
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The way tothofe he. occupied led through a fuit of large 
rooms. The firft enquiry made by thofe who appcared in 
the ante-chamber was, “ In what humour is the Prince 2” 
If it was known he was out of temper, it was not unufual for 
many of the vifitors to depart immediately, well knowing 
that no good was.to be done that day. Prince Serge Galit- 
zin, who married one of the Prince’s nieces, had the greateit 
influence ; for his great livelinefs, added to the high favour 
in which he ftood, and which enabled him, hke Sir fames 
Harris, to make a vifit any hour without ceremony, feldom 
failed to cure the gloom of Potemkin. 

Nor was the drefs of this renowned commander on thefe 
occafions lefs extraordinary than his apartments. It confifled 
of aloofe robe de chambre, which, in winter, he wore of vel- 
vet, and in fummer of {ilk or chintz, flowing round him; bis 
neck and breaft were bare ; and his filk flockings hung about 
his heels. No Highlander had a more cordial hatred toa pair 
of breeches; thefe he never wore but when he dreffed. His 
hair flowed about his head in a moft diforderly ftate ; and in 
this naked flovenly trim he would fit down to table with all 
the Princes or gencral officers of Ruffia. 

His behaviour at table was as far removed from the com- 
mon road of life as his drefs ; fometimes he would fit fullenly 
without faying a word; and this was not without its due 
effeft on the countenance and appetites of his guefis : At 
others he was all gaiety, and kept the table in a roar, fo that 
nobody could eat tor laughing ; and I have feen him move 
than once, after eating a few morfels, faddenly flart up, as if 
fome important idea had ftruck him, and go into his bed- 
room. This was the fignal for rifing trom table, for no one 
would fit when he was up; and the guefts were expeéted to 
follow the Prince to take cofiee : Very often, indeed, when 
be retired with a louring afpeét, many of his vifitors had not 
courage to follow, but took coffee in the ante-chamber ; his 
favourites, however, never failed to flick clofe to him. 


Account of a Vifit made to a Meeting of the Royal Society. 


[By M. Saint-Fond, a learned Frenchman, who travelled in Eng- 
land and Scotland in 1783-4, for the Perpofes of Natural Hit- 
tory. } 


rr . ° ° e ° 
HE room in which the meetings of this fociety are held, 
is in the old palace of Somerfet-Houfe : it appeared 
. io 
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tome muchtoo fimal]. It is not long fince thts part of the 
palace was rebuilt ; but notwithflanding the frethnefs and 
elegance of the decorations, the room wants that noble and 
fevere chara¢éter which ought to diftinguifh a place confe- 
crated to the f{ciences; it refembles a concert-hall rather 
than a Lyceum; and the manner in which the feats are dif. 
pofed, tends much to increafe this refemblance. 

The feats are only fimple benches, with backs, rangéd in 
parallel lines, and occupying the whole of the room. The 
prefident and fecretaries have alone diftinguifhed places. 
The former is feated in an elevated chair of a coloffal form. 
It is made of mahogany, and furmounted with an efcutcheon, 
on which are painted the infignia of the fociety. Nothing 
can be ina more Gothic or worfe tafte than this ornament. 

The table, whichis before the prefident’s chair, is elevated, 
and covered, one cannot tell why, with an enormous cufhion 
of crimfon velvet. Before this, there is a fecond table, def- 
tined forthe fecretaries, upon which there lics a large mace 
of gilded wood or metal. ‘This is the fymbol of all royal 
inftitutions. 

The fociety was affembled precifely at eight o’clock. Sir 
Jofeph Banks prefided, and Blagden was one of the 
fecretaries. The ftrangers were placed near the members 
who introduced them ;. and, however little known they 
might be, every member behaved to them with the greateft 
politenefs and affability. ‘The detraétors of the Englifh cha- 
rafter have reproached them with behaving in a cold and 
furly manner to foreigners. What has been confidered as 
coldnefs, is, perhaps only a proper referve. Strangers were 
politely and honourably received in this learned fociety, 
and placed by the fide of the members with whom they were 
fraternally confounded. The {ciences, like the mufes, fhould 
be regarded as fiilers, and ought to know no diftinétion of 
country or of government. 

The prefident firft read the names of flrangers admitted 
that night, and the names of the members who had prefented 
them. He afterward propofed the Eleftor Palatine asa 
candidate for a vacant place. The Ele&tor was admitted 
with applaufes ; when the bufinels was finithed, the meeting 
broke up. 





Method of preventing the Lijagrecable Smell of Privies: 
N fome houfes, privies, when badly placed and ill taken 
care of, diffule an odour as inconvenient as unhealthtul ; 
but 
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but the means of remedying this evil is exceedingly eafy. 
If a certain quantity of milk of lime (water in which lime 
has been diffolved, and whitened by the fine particles of that 
fubftance) be mixed with a ley of afhes, or foap water that 
has been ufed for wafhing, be thrown into the fink of the 
privy, it will deftroy the offenfive fmell. By thefe means, 
for the value of afew pence, any colleétion of filth whatever 
may beneutralifed. By the fame procefs, conveniences for 
fick perfons may be kept in their apartments. Nothing is 
neceflary, but to have a tub covered witha board as a feat : 
five or fix pounds of quick lime, a {mall quantity of afhes, 
and two buckets of water thrown into the tub, will prevent 
any difagreeable odour. It may readily be conceived that 
the fame procefs may be employed in regard to a night chair. 
The fecal matter, after being thus neutralifed, is an excellent 
manure for land. 





VIRTUE the onty SECURITY of FRIENDSHIP. 


E are often led to the choice of friends by a fimilarity 

of tafte or of manners; and fuch friendthip is in- 
creafed by mutual fervices, or by the pleafure reciprocally 
taken in each other’s converfation. But there can be no 
folid friendfhip of which virtue is not the bafis. There 
may be occafional confederacies and affociations of the 
wicked and the profligate ; but goodnefs of heart is an indif- 
penfable requifite in the formation of a fincere and genuine 
friendfhip. 

In forming friendfhips we fhould remember, that in al} hu- 
man beingsthere is imperfeGion. If our friends, therefore, 
do upon the whole poffefs amiable qualities, and have a real 
attachment to us, it is not wife or reafonable to break with 
them for {mall caufes. “* He,” fays Bifhop Taylor, “ that 
is angry with every little fault, breaks the bones of friend- 
fhip. If we mean that friendfhip fhould be lafting, there 
mutt be fome degree of mutual candour and indulgence. He 
who expeéts that his friend, though wife and virtuous, fhould 
never be in the wrong, muft be difappointed, and he who 
has the vanity to fuppofe that himfelf is always right, has 
that in him which is inconfiftent with a durable, virtuous 
friendfhip. 
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Aw-AINNE C- DOT E. 


Towce iter, exper fed ‘herfelf ‘in’ ‘thefe remarkable 
words: That ts Sir Robert Fern or: he lived tn the coun. 
try, took care of his eltate, built this houfe, and paid for it ; 
managed well, faved money, and died rich.—That is his fon: 
he was ‘made a Lord (Pomfret), took a ‘place at €Court,fpent 
his eftate, and died a beggar!’’ A very concife, but full and 
ftriking account. S 7 


se old woman, who fhewed the houfe and pictures at 





Anfwer, by 7. W, hicker, of Exeter, to WV . Hoare’s Rebus, be 
Je ried Nowe nber 25. 


THE E, AKENSIDE! ‘the claffic youths fhall. hail, 
As o’er their mitst is thy beauties do’ prévail ; 
Ages unborn fhall long admire thy ‘lay, 
And fire to fon its precepts oft pourttay ; 
Learning herfelt fhall ftamp on fame’s fair roll, P 


Thy name, thy worth, and noblene fs of foul. 
*4* We have reccived the liké'anfwer from 'G: Conlinanh, 
of Broadhempiton; T. Churchoufe, of Yeovil ;.S, Browis, 


and W. Chudleigh, of Newton Abbot. 


A REBUS, ty ———, ef Plymouth. 
‘UARDIAN angels firft explain; 


An d then a we ll-known fiveig n grain ; 
Next of the uri ics me ntion One D4 
fv r +] * % , 
Laitly what was, but now is ne: 


yo.8 os 
WU ith theie initials you I nog loubt 





Your tellow-feribbier’s name make.out. 


A CHARADE,, /y Harris, Jun. of Exet 


WW fierce Bellona mounts her car, 
And fhakes her torch aloft in air, 
My firft {preads defolation far, 
a c vias, + famine and de 
When YOl b cChcatn t ’ Atlan 
aa darknefs veils the fkies, 


Vou XXXV. 
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My. fecond then is ufeful found 
To man, and cheering light fupplies. 


Charadians, vers’d in myftic lore, 
My whole’s a town you'll foon explore. 


-_ a 





A REBUS, by W. Hoare, Jun. of Dean Prior, 
UDICIAL firft! were thy impartial laws 


Adminiftered in righteoufnefs and peace, 
Litigious fiends could ne’er fubvert thy caufe, 
All wrangling and chicanery would ceafe. 


Know cruel next, thou monfler of the times, 
We deprecate thy unrelenting {way ; 

The turpitude of thy notorious crimes 
Shall fillthy foul with terror and difmay. 


Subftantial third! confummate and divine! 
Who reign’ft for ever, with immortals bleft ; 

Surrounded with angelic fplendours fhine, 
And inthe lux’ry of enjoyment reft. 


Britons! with horror ! the truth relate, 

You’ve dragg’d my fourth from Guinea’s barb’rous clime; 
Tho’ mercantile expediencies are great, 

Convenience can be no excufe for crime, 


Prolific queen of genius! next advance, 
Pregnant with ancient and with modern lore; 

Say, brilliant fair! can I thy worth enhance, 
Ah! no, thy bright inftru€tions I implore. 


While round Britannia’s and Ierne’s ifles, 
My fixth extends his watery domains ; 
Th’ aquatic deity benignant f{miles, 

And Britons are the guardians of his plains. 
How great and pow’rful is our Heav’nly Sire! 
By whom the bafis of this globe was laid; 
If we refle& ’twill raife our wonder higher, 
That nature of my empty laft was made. 


On pond’ring o’er my artlefs theme you will 
A famous lexicographer explore ; 

All muft admire his philofophic fkill, 
His fterling fenfe, and moft extenfive lore. 


9 POETRY. 
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The WINTRY DAY. 
By Mrs. Rosinson. 


S itin manfions, rich and gay, 
On downy beds, or couches warm, 
That nature owns the wintry day, 
And fhrinks to hear the howling ftorm ? 
Ah! no! 
*Tis on the bleak and barren heath, 
Where mis’ry feels the thaft of death, 
As to the dark and freezing grave 
Her children, not a friend to fave, 
Unheeded go! 


Is it in chambers, filken drefs'd, 
At tables, with profufion’s heap ? 
Ts it on pillows fott to reft 
in dreams of long and balmy Neep? 
Ah! no! 
Tis in the rufhy hut obfcure, 
Where poverty’s low fons endure, 
And, fcarcely daring to repiae, 
On a ftraw pallet mute recline, 
O’erwhelm’d with woe ! 


Is is co flaunt in warm attire, 
To laugh and feait, and dance and fing, 
To croud around the blazing fire, 
Aod make the roof with revels ring ? 
Ah! no! 
*Tis on the prifon’s flinty floor, 
*Tis where the deaf’ning whirlwinds roar, 
*Tis when the fea boy, on the maft, 
Hears the waves bounding to the blaft, 
And looks below! 


Is in it chariots gay to ride, 
To crowd the {plendid midnight ball, 
To revel in luxurious pride, 
While pamper'd vaffals wait your call? 
Ah! no! 


*Tis in 4 cheerlefs, naked room, 

Where mis’ry’s victims wait their doom ! 
Where a fand mother famith’d dies, 
While forth a frantic father flies, 

Man’s defperate foe! 
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Isit where, prodigal and weak, 
The filly fpendthrift fcatters gold, - 
Where eager folly hatftes to feek 
The fordid wanton, falfe and bold ? 
Ah! no! 
*Tis in the filent {pot abfcure, 
Where, forc’d all forrows to endure, 
Pale genius learns, Oh leffon fad ! 
To court the vain, and on the bad 
Falfe praife beftow ! 


Is it where gamefters, thronging round, 
Their fhining heaps of wealth difplay? 
Where fafhion’s gidcy tribes are found, 
Sporting their fenfelefs hours away? 
Ah! no! 
*Tis where negleéted genius fighs, 
Where hope, exhautted, filent dies, 
Where merit flarves, by pride opprefs'd, 
*Tillev’ry flream that warms the bréalt 
Forbears to flow! 








MENTAL INDEPENDENCE. 


O thee, bleftemotion | in honour I bend, 
A feeling that lives unconfin’d ! 

Tho’ {corn'd by the great, Mil a truit-worthy friend, 
Thy palace—the liberal mind! 

Let thei afk me what good in thy knowledge I trace, 
The Alps might my anfwer contain ; 

For lofty, unbending, the tkies they embrace, 
And command both the fea and the piain! 

From a wreck, if he {cape to a fea-beaten rock, 
W hat pleafure the mariner knows ! 

How joyful he views, tho’ diminifh’d his fleck, 
The billows, firit caufe of his woes. 

Such is man in this world of contention and ftrife, 
Illufion firit brightens the day ; 

Delighted he falis on the ocean of life, 
’ Pill night brings a tempeit, and bears him away. 

Some fooner than others awake from their dream, 
Some later mi:forcunes have prov’d ; 

Bat the dignified foul, above either extreme, 
Still glides thro’ the tempeft unmov’d. 

What is pride but a toy dropp’d in play to each fool; 
A worm that ne’er fuitiates by food; 

Which feeding on pedigree, dull Spanifh mule, 
Difhonour refieéts on its brood. 

Then teach us, kind Heaven, ah! teach us yet belt! 
‘L hat fentimene awfully great ; 


‘> 


Which feparates knaves from the good and thejufl, 
Firit {pring of a liberal itate! 





J. L. O. 
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